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HPS Superintendent Addresses  
Hickory NAACP 

One of the objectives of the National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People (NAACP) is to ensure educational equality of 
all citizens. At Hickory Public Schools, where 50 percent of the stu-
dents represent a minority population, diversity is embraced. The 
school district practices extending excellence in education to all stu-
dents. 

During a recent meeting of the Hickory Branch of the NAACP, held at 
Hartzell United Methodist Church, Dr. Robbie Adell, superintendent 
of Hickory Public Schools, served as the guest speaker.  

Dr. Adell addressed the current status of public education in North 
Carolina and in particular, he focused on the opportunities for minori-
ty students. 

“The big story is that Hickory Public Schools is doing an excellent 
job!” said Adell. “Our teachers are working very hard. In the short 
time I’ve been with Hickory Public Schools, I’ve witnessed outstand-
ing teaching.  Can we improve? Absolutely, but we do have some ob-
stacles to address and resolve. We need to insure that preparation for 
school starts long before kindergarten. 

“There was a time when teaching reading didn’t begin until the first 
grade. In today’s world, children need reading skills long before the 
first grade. Too many families use the television in place of instruc-
tional support.  Caregivers often plop their three and four year-olds in 
front of the TV—and use it as a babysitter. There are cases where 
small children sit in front of a television for six to ten hours a day,” 
said Adell. 

 
 

 

 

                Dr. Adell speaks to NAACP 

For the full story, click here. 

 

 

HPS Board members visit with 
students at Longview Elemen-
tary School. (Photo, middle 
left: Margaret Pope and  
bottom: Sallie Johnson 
For full story, click here. 

http://www.hickoryschools.net/cms/One.aspx?portalId=1448616&pageId=29419265�
http://www.hickoryschools.net/cms/One.aspx?portalId=1448616&pageId=29430360�


Best Wishes: 

Best wishes to Jeanne Turner‐Simms with her new 

posiƟon. We wish you much happiness! (Seen in 

photo with Trina Williams who graciously agreed to 

come out of reƟrement to fill in unƟl a new CTE Co-

ordinator is hired.) 

And best wishes to Grover Linebarger. He is leaving 

Viewmont as the AP for a new posiƟon in educaƟon. 

(Pictured here with his wife, Vanessa, a former 

member of the HPS Board).  Many blessings! 

Grandview Middle Students Gain Robotic Skills thanks to HPS Education Foundation! 

(photos above) 

Sherry Shuford, teacher at Grandview Middle, received $2,128.90 last spring from the HPS Education 
Foundation to fund  four  robotic kits and software. “Grandview now has a Robotics Club providing the   
students opportunities to actively engage in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math). They are 
acquiring the essential skills they need for their future careers!” said Shuford. 
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